Background. Depression is among the most common mental health problems. Depression 13
INTRODUCTION

24
Wang et al. (2014) investigated the association between ambient and traffic related air pollution, 25 and depressive symptoms among older adults. They studied the presence of depressive symptoms 26 among 732 Boston-area adults older than 64 years of age in relation to exposure. As a main 27 outcome they found no evidence of a positive association between depressive symptoms and long-28 term or short-term exposure to the considered air pollutants (among them carbon monoxide, black 29 carbon and fine particulate matter). In our opinion there are at least two important factors related 30 to the results, comorbidity and age of study subjects, which should be addressed as confounders in 31 this study. Second, we would like to emphasise the contribution of age to the association between 43 depression and air pollution. In our study as health data we used emergency department visits for 44 depression. 45
MATERIALS AND METHODS
46
In this work we investigate the contribution of age to the association between depression and 47 ambient air pollution exposure. The health data were obtained from five emergency departments 48
retrieved by using the ICD-9 code 311, (Szyszkowicz, 2007) . We used case-crossover (CC) 50 approach (Maclure, 1991) 
RESULTS
59
The results are demonstrated on one figure. 
